Dear *Joo 



2/12/90 

Wo aro dulighteij tliat you've gotten stationery anti t/ith your two lotter5juat 
received, although you tuie lialf-slioet siiie, witli your cliaracteria 3 ic efficiency you do 
use all of each anvi you do say rouurkabl^ auch iii ratlior fe\/ \/orda. 

BocaUiie 1*11 be interrupted by lunch soon and becauso roaix>ndin<j to it is easier, 
fir.it your letter of tlie 7th. 

You Gisrcad uy output as indicating; tluit I an enera'otic. **-elatively , j^erliaps, con- 
sidorin^; tho strain, stress and liraitatioiis iuposed by ny waont sur{;ery. But coupared 
with the recent past I*u tlie op':)Osite of energetic, i’act is tliat befor«? tliu nail Ciine 
this uornin<-j I wrote the J 0 I 121 itpkins cardiolg^t \/ho dictated ny linitationa asking if 
in soue d.tgree they can be chn^ged to peri-dt ue souo uppi;r-body o::orciGe, wliicli i tliink 
I uiss uuch and could >?rhapn give no a little more energy. I*u liavi'ig no trouble at 
all frou this surgery but I*u liaviiig uuch uoro trouble \/ith the old probleuo iu tlie lower 
e.. trend ties and 1*^6 asked liiu about uy seei:ig another specialist tliero sooner than a^dl, 
which is what he*d told uo. Thu v;ay thi-igs iu**e liere, I ccn*t i^ot to see the local cardio- 
logist luitil eiirly next nonth so he con‘t give me any relief f:?ou the restrictionji, with 
Uiich I do conforn. 



Tlie couplication> following ny ^roat^^-Je ^sui'gory in Jiuiuary, 1966, lk;ve United ue 
more than I was liidted before then. linitations are the consoquences of two 

energoncios after I was given a teflon artery in tlic loft tldgh toward the end of I960. 
Tills also roliites to wliat 1*11 b(i aayiiig in ro.sponr.o to your generous and beautiful 
l-*tter of the 9th. 



You equate politics mid pj.biticians with mitiuie about whose violeiico we can do 
notliing. Your pessiuism and your belief tliat notliing cl^i^goo , which coiie^ l^lfrou your own 
ex jJBriences , are both justified and in soue degree wrong. You cite tha French tliat is 
well known, tlie mom tilings change the nore they ro»»*iin the same. 

We are in an in wliich the politicitins are a gr<?at disgrace, to us as a people 
and to so If -government, ‘■‘•o freedom and ixiaco and to many other good and wortliwhile tilings. 
Taking the llixon add ‘‘■eagan admiidstra don., and now Buah*s you could not be uoro riglit. 

But tills was not true of i'l*H*s or of JFK's, despite the flaws unil failures of both. Esp- 
ecially J1‘H*3 last year, uiiich fev? pt3ople apiirociate or understand. 

Todai'’ periiaps \te do not thinl: of tht?m as politiciiuis tliose we call the found- 
ing fathers were politicians and tliey ucrc a credit to tliat So-long dislionest but necesotiry 
calling. Before World V/ar II, when souejbf tlie moat unconscionablo bastards i;ure in tlie 
Jongress, there also were soue very fine peopl*; ;.i]io yore good legislators tliat -bil^and I 
knew, some rather well, 



But I tliiid: you cmmot say that beginning with our revolution, tilings were tli£i sane 
as they liad been, iiy ov/n belief is tliat the men who established a democratic system here 
included some of the \dsest political tliinkers, some of the world's best politicians. Ty^at 
most of tlie .politicians since then have been poor copies, many corrupt and corrupters 
of the system tliat was established does, of course, argue your way. I'u saying only that 
there are and tliere liave been e:;coptiona and they have been ii^portant to tlio country and 
the world. Tliia country and its attitudes and policies clianged radically with IDIl, for 
Example, and to illjf&trate tlie gT'^atness of thvj clwuige, compare the pliglit of older people 
when he tooi: office and tlvi present, from just his Social Security. Or tlie lot of older 
people before and after liedicare. 01* tlie poor^ist of all a^;os befbre social sorv^es ca^ 
to be accepted and to bo tlie iiractise -* because politicians sav/ to it. ^ -■ 



1 think you err in compaidLng m with *^00 .^uixote mid in saying that tilt at 
windmills. "And in the probes^ get churned up." “^'his lias not happened and it won't. I have 
and I will and \/it)i tliis uy work will survive iill the rotten, dirty tilings tliat nazi- 
li>:e officials have done to ue and to my rtiputation. iOid as one direct result I cite the 
chancea that oaue about a!i a roault of ay persiati-ne in onu^f uy earlier TOIa lawouitg. 
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The Coxiisresii chaiitjed t}ie .wc-^ver it and tliat opened tlie files of the s^xjokeries and out 
f lov;ed ,thci exposure lail terrible tlii i^^s they did that we once believed \/erddone 
only by the iJGB anu the ^oatnpo. fou o 27 e ril^ in tlmt since chan^^es \4ere coupe Ilea by 
those exposuron politictma liave eoi^cht to return to tlie evils sup.x)sedly ended, but tluit 
they were at leutit as stated policy ended is of considerable si£piificaniiii to uany people 
and to tlie country, ?oople*s lives ore b^;tte.* as a result, freer and with leap cause for 
fear. If it is far frou couuonplaco tJn-s did co:^e to pass because I was “*ndy Jacicson*s 
one detonrlned man. ^0 i* CL fj t -P?-/ r( ! 

It reuains to bo aeon how nuch tiood bringiiio to light all tliat was so wrong \/hen 
JFiI and i>r. King were assassinated will ultiiaatw'ly do but informing t}ie people wlio do 
vote is leas than a complete futility and I doubt very much that faced with sitiilar crimes 
and tragedies iii the future errant officjj[ciou \/ill dare behave again as they then did. 

li^inlzUid moves forward and baci:ward but I tljink tliat we have advanced much, very 
much, for 1 tliat is so very v/rong today and can*t really be excused - tlianl 5 ^ to tlie 
politicians for whom you have so little use. 

Vt;ry few are bom politicians. Tlioy become politicians. Por a3J. tliat is i/rong in 
Israel, is it not b^-tter, at leac^t for tlioae living tliere, that tliere is Iarael7\diat- 
ever its^ future may be^ 

having had lunch discontinuo this but will discuss it further with you if you'd 
like. Including vdiether or not the yx^ople i 2 i tlie UiSdll are Ixjtter o^, no\</ and/or in tli© 
future, b^v auiio of (iorbg chev. Ur f rom tlio lengthy Washington Post a^rticle I nailed you, 
because of, of all ^’Jeoplo ,XX3Qs andropob, wlio'd headed tlio iC13G and its excBi^ses, That 
people there kill each other with freedom, th»j 4j.zt.*ria and the Armenians, is pe.'liaps 
support for your argument, but how long has it been since the last real }x)gmn? Pax^yat 
is on your side of the argument but tliat tlaoy have been restrainovl, by i^oliticiana, is 
on the other side. 

Your offer, along with ikim's to help, tliat 1 v/.lte v;hat amounts to an autobio- 
graphy is g^uie^cous and f lattoring. Tht;re was once a time when 3T not only considered a 
variant of tliat but made e..teiudve notes for it. I thiiil: they arc often turgid and rambling, 
in sort bticausT,* ULth some awlcwardness , before the days of the smaller cassette recorders, 
.dct^itud thos .* notes on a fairly large machine wliile driving back from Mew York ^ tliose 
many, uany ti.*ips made ti’ying to got my first booic publislied. ^cif ^ t 

J n»;ver lacked confidence in tlie book, liad not a single question about its accuracy, 
never doubted the importance of opening up tliat sujjoct Liatter, and I wasn't frustrated, I 
made more than 100 efforts hero and abroad and 1 tliink tliis makes it clear tliat I was not 
frustrated. In the end I was able to publioh it even though I was brolce. On \diich, / 

there are notes and Qona Letters, tlio notes are prob»;bly not really complete. ' 

I did plan a book on the non-publisliing^ history oP the book that optjncd up thcj sub- 
ject of "the crime oi the Cv;ntury" and wa:», of all tilings, runner-up in the mj^stery book 
competition for 1966. It had the title), ’’Dick Barin^j In the Hell-Box; or How I (jet Ach ^ 

In ‘dx,*^iitha." a hell-box, in my reporting days, was a wooden box into ;Mch used printing 
type was tlirown to be melted down and used again. Tliat tooic lii^ heat, thus the name. .*.Ee 
'Vich“part al&^twO parted. I begiin v/ith a contract for tlie book and v/hile the pubUsher was 
drooling into the till from on advance hardback sale of 39»000 coixLes before it was written, 
and .Ithout imy advertising, from salesmen merely n<nitionini; it, he broke the contract, be 
did not oven return the manuscid.pt and I liad to reconstruct it ^f rou incomplete and ol ten 
illegible carbon copies. IP^ir wliach I'd used paper t at was mtimJtographed on one side!) 

So, a fid-end goi* liis cousin, a professional editor of considemblo experience, to rtJad it. 

I also asked her to edit it when she spoke to me after r<?ading it. She declined to do tliat, 
saying tliat wliile it noedovl editing, no ti/o publisliers would agree on that so lot the pub- 
lisher decide# OIL tliij editing, ^uid she precKcted Uat I'd a rich in six montlp 
frou tliat book, fri ^ CuiJi if ^ 



I don't^call whether -I told yoa, but toy dear friend Sidney ICaufmcui iutWuced 
the book and to i^ocket in early 1965. ^^t was oiu; of tho first places I wtmt 

to* A Sienior editor^ Eut'onc ^olcapis (phon) read it, altliou^ ill, ovemitd’^t^ 4ind flip]X)d 
for it. lie told me tliat with my bae-kground and their public-r-. Nations capabilitioa the 
book would be '*a ne.wUreeni&elt jungle" (that was the boat-Gellin4r book of 1964, ho siiid, 
and they'd published it)^and I^d be one of tlie best-knovm men in the country.But the 
owner, Boris BhiiBd.n, with ample cauije, fear 9 ilAthe. IXJ, and rejected th^j book. 

vSLtiiiJrift and ^ have 



I was too busy to £;ot around to vSLtiii? 



relatin^i to 
touch aii tile 



it. hi ret^spect ^ also, wonder if I 
j title r iouired. / 'O^fnk Y) J 



a full file drawer of data 
could have been as li^t in word and 



Other thi. 14^3 always seemed more i:J3ortont to me. I had anotlier book researched 
thit I also didn't ^;et around to writing:, "Vigor '-^o kide," or "the Ontold btory Of the 
Cuba ilissile Ci*i 3 ia." u.s originally iJlannen, it was to bo a booic on tho i.ennody adnini- 
stration. V/itli th(? iiaaain<; ol' time some of ny original analyses become dated and I 
decided to limit it to that crisis and what related to it. 'dot Vietnam, etc. I did make an 
accurate analysis of tho l^onldln CuUT incident cont -m&ran -ouiily . (Snd one of tv/o otliers 
that did not take off os it did.) Viliat - had for tliat book is now coiiing out in bits and 
pieces fraJ thuj conferences hero and in the IJikiR of the loading participants on both sides 
and a few scliolirs. Tlaese coupletoly confirm my analysis. 

I !mp]X)rio that one of the reasons I never got around to writing ^ck Hiring is tliat 
1 don't liave the kind of ego an autobiography roi^uires. 



I am sure also that a couple of other booi;r, could }iavo noro significance. I won't 
go into what I w&uld have in tlion or seek to do with then but per-haps you can gothor 
enough fro:: thi 3 titles, "Tlie ICing Conspiracies" find "iigent Oswald." And I have been think- 
ing about those tv/o. 

But any v/riting now entails a certain amfiiiait of a perliaps rather unusual risk for me. 
Others might not see it as I do or even think this v/ay. ij^y \^ork, to now, is of rtjally in- 
credible accuracy. It lias stood time's testing, both thi* books, wliich is wliat iwas 
talking about, and the multitudinous ufl'idavits I've filed in the iX)lA casos^uwi/^/i ClAJ ^ ' 

I bnliovi: tliat were ito v/rite with less accuracy now it \muld undermine the printed 
work. 2*Vi} soon ijow the spooks do tliio kind ol' thing and they do it effectively, inside tlie 
government and with leaks to tho media. I don't \/fait to tuidormine the b.-.sic literature in 
thoi^e ti/o great subversions, the basis of liistory, n^ally in them and in the court cases. 
(Dave \/rone, a hist^y p;*ofossor in V/isconsrai, siffd of my afiidiivits and litigation tlialt 
was writing the liii^Eory an it liap})ened, something like tliat.) 

Itouotheloss, I was tldnking about^oSa/-^ ui<^it do tills. Pai’ticularly v;heii - liave 
no agent and no polisher. But for mo to publish no< ns tlv.t ^1 has to bo tho typesiitter, 
in effect. Vine was she w^is the very greatest. She wore out ti^o uachiiies with ouV* earlier 
. ork and we then got another one tliat was a dream it was so good, for three yetira. Vuen 
it^t rted going bad and finally, \/onderl'ul as Hermes stuff liad been in the past, they 
tooxc it off the markej. She now lias the tliird ne.: machine since then, an cLictronic job, 
and shii coiij^t do iis well as with the olil-stylo typewriters. Her typing, when slie is UP to 
it, just is not as ac<.:urate as it msed to be. Then tliero is tlio question ot wliat she'd b<5 
up to. (I am at a loss to e::plain her reduced accuracy and she hasn't, except to s. y tliat 
th- macliines are a problem.) 

I also liave doubts about the kind of cocy I'm now able to turn out. Eceppt for parts 
of Post liorteid, all tlio books I publi died myself are rough and few if any pub- 

lii^hers would iSSnblish tlien unedited. Itlttougli kell did when it reprintcjd the first two, 
after turning tlieu down four tines before a published tlieu. 

Since tlie end of last yeiiT I've bev^n thinking about tliis in a different way, getting 
as much ..s I can down, whether or not in book form. I suppose tliat what tended to get mo 
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thinkiii 45 tliia way la thu roDinlLiConees I*vo heey\ writing when soiKithiii^j au^ii^eota itself. 

I*u ii'oiiv: to try to flo soliu of tills on t<;^pe, i tliiiik, an soon as ay h^K.lth indi- 
catJfcoris aro cloeirer. 1*11 return to this <JiiX)ut the health. I have a dictatin^j; nacliine 
I*^^e used only ti/ice, tluj last tiu»cj in iy?y# *vnd a trcUiscrihiu^; unit for -kll. v/hen 
I did try to uae it a few moatha a^ I thinic it aUowod si^^is of the accuuulation of dust 
over the ye: .rs of no use. I intend to find ajlociil pl. ce that can clean it. Jt runs for- 
ward UK but mnory reverses slowly and r«fluctHiitly. 

x’dou ay redollections of hoi: wliat dictated while drivim; caue out back in VJ65 
1 don't tliinl: I dictate ^od copy, not publisliablo , anyway. Mt maybe I cun at lo st 
make a record that raay in none way find sooo use. 

I aia ratlier anxious about the deterioration in r.iy lo^^s. I hiive to wear the anti- 
Goiboliaia stookinijS and thuy now seem always to bo out of udjustiumt. When tliey are, they 
are counterproductive. I i;ot now coraplications after the jirostato operation and tliey 
seoa to bo i^iQMasiiuj since then. There is and lias been a question of uy boiii<- able to 
hold onto thd^. fftiat th..* fanill^ doctor nui;. jested has liad no benefit* after fivo cUiys and 
I*ve aal:oiL the local coTflioio^jist* s office to ijivo mo any cancellation so I can see him 
before early next month. I*ve also v/ritten the ^ojilclns cai’dioloi^ist to see if I should go 
there to see an ex|iert who sqm me about lai.^t '^ctober. 

/And what I feel now, I*m not supposed to sit for more than about 20 uijiuteo at a 
tinxe witliout getting up and walidiig ari^und a bit. got involved, as with this, and for- 
get, and then I*n tired and unsteady. Tlio blood gets dovm but doesn't got b/^ck from the 
legs. So I*m knocid.ng off for a while, 

I should toll you why I got a dictntin^c uacliino wlien I could not afford one and had 
never needed or v/onted one. u judge did something that can't be imagined, Sam, please put 
this to your eon. She asl 3 vl mo to act as the IIJ' s consultant in ^ lawsuit against I 
was to and did file a consultancy report, about 250 typed pages, I was to have been paid 
and not only didn’t gut a penny, I was stuck with the cost of the t\/o machines. 

Then John Kay, James Karl's brother, aske/mo to ap-jear with him and liio lawyer, wlio 
was also riine, when ho was before the House Select Comiiitteo on ^issassinations. Tliat turned 
into a real lias-.de, live, coast-to-coast TV^ and the couLdttee }iad to agree to let us file 
a commentary on its alleged evidence, ^t was supposed to provide tliat but stonewalled to 
delay ana never did provide some, about t\io day/bufore tlieir lost ho;iring I began dictating 
this comuontary. Lil,WQS^ typing it as ^ dictated it. She finished and we made copies late 
tlie nitwit before* tliat last da> and I got it there on time, 1 liad not read it then, luive not 
read it since, mid it is 49 typed papes. It is a powerful ii.dictment of tliat committee. 

Your flattery refers to ray v/riting about ray life's experiences. Some tine ago, in 
writing Sam, I referred to njf trying to live within traditions of our people. I think 

1 have, (hortj Yavneh thiit -^etliar but u bit of both?) I believe, in Frost's words, tliat 
we liave nroraises to keep, those^of us wlio are able, in the miles we go before we sleep. 

^ tills i^ense see what j* h ad n o t as not as uiiual as you do. 

Pretty much of wliat you mention does exist for others to use as they nay see fit, 
i'iany, many r.tcolloctions are not recorded but /the detiiils of government misbehavior 
It is to ])erfect this» to the degree now pos::ible, tliat I persist in trying to get tlie records 
tliey witlihold and ^ annotating tlie wliole thing, j 

Itc^ve you stopped to thinlc that , collaboration ot the three of us ifeuld total more 
years tlwui tlio lto.ted States has? 

Seriously, there is iinotlier consideration: I can't concentrate as well. From time 
to tine when get lost in wliat I'm doing I have it for a short jjeriod of time, as long as 
I'm not aware of tlie discoiiforts and wliat tliey bring to mind, liut I will think of tliis, 
seriously, in part because it might be quite onjoyablea, tuid in iiart bee use witliout doubt. 
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y- particularly when a litJli't touch ia needed, iiaia would bo -the very beat! 

It ia a fine and «i i;onoroua tlioutjht and ofier .aid I can't axatiirerate how much we 
ajpr-.-ciato it. i'unny thing:| ia tliat ior otlier uritinir I'«p been loddny for help. At our 
agea and atates oi' haaltli 1 can’t juatify ai*Jiidin<j any of our not plentiful resources on 
an asaietmit. If I'd hud one to do the Bearolii;i 4 j in uy files, in tin- basenont, and to 
rofile wliat ia used, I'd have the rouchf drafts of several books on paper, v/liatover their 
literary quality, tlioy'd have been accurate and thoroujihly documented. l<y problem would 
have been what to eliminate l>ou the moss of documontatioji on -..hlch could draw. Please 
believe me, the book on the W-ug assassination could bo close to unique in our giatory. 

.Old overwhelming in this. But I could not bring tQrself to_do it off the top of th4 head. 

I could do it only fully and irrefutably documented, and I have tliat documentation but 
can't got to it for all practical pprposes. .aid it would, to a degree, bo a first-person 
book bccain<e I wa5 stay's investigator. I did the investigating for the habeas corpus, which 
got liim tlie evidentiary he. .ring he'd been denied. (To see if he could get wliat never 

had, a trial!) I then did the investigatiug for that hearing, and now ^ have the idl s 
documents to prove my investigation and its conclusion. In tliis alone, a dream bjpok for 
a writer or on invotsticator# 

iinother partly-written book. Agent 03.;tdd, was started more than 20 years ago. Since 
then I've gotten the documentary proof tliat ia hidden and is not in tlio official iuvo!;ti- 
gution; lie neverhad an asijignmdnt in the llurinos that wa.. not comiectod with the OIA and 
he had "crypto" 'and "top eecrot" cle naicoe, luid is accueed of killing the li-esident wliile 
this was unknown to the official investigators who could and s}iould have discovered the f 
proof as easily as * did. l..al 20 so much, wliat dash.-d off in those days *11 retyped and 
I've never read, I amysurtj that wljat I wrote is rough but can be used, ^ar from complete, 
but tills need not be a long book.) \i- 

Tliere are people of meane who are interested in tlie political assassinations but 
the/ have never been helpful and they have piddled away vast jto me) euns of money on 
wliat anyone .iith comi.ion sense should liave known was irrelovunt. i'or the moat part tliey 
bqve egos tliat make thou yeui> for the accomplishments theii- approaches caimot yield and 
they never leum and keep wasting large amount;-, of money in the aame kind;, of futilities. 

I could have done much, much more, with, - tliink, some sijjiif icance , at least in 
Dei'f tlie history aiid do tliink nort) than this. 

imt fii'st we *11 have to see wliat uy health situation is and what 1*11 be able to 
expect to be able to do. 

\/liat a wonderful tliou<M and offer! We love and re.si»ct you more for it and 

can't thank you onou^ for thinking of it and for tuddjig the offer! I will th^ about 
it but I tliink it would be tlie most difficult f.iiiu: -'ve tried to write if only because 
I do not liave tliat kind of e^jo* 

Tliankfi so very uuch! 

Mi J/ Wloit could liave bo .n i.> uy point liero strain 

is tliat tliis would not liave been v/indioill— tilting and 
that it could have bet^n but there was no uiisojfish, caring 
Joe to uake it posiiiblc. 

2/13 ij/b. I*ii tiikinc the dictating; laacliine into town for rep<d.r. ^Uaericari ofileciency bexnt 
wnat it has become, it has to Ik) aont out of tavia - just to got cloiOied. What not toe 
long figo I*d not have beiin afraid to try uysolf. 
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